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Gor Che Conversion of “Roman Catholics 


“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” 


HE FRIENDS of Christ’s Mission sought in 1887 to have their 

# organization incorporated under the title of “Christ’s Mission 

for the Conversion of Roman Catholics.” Two Protestant judges 

of the Supreme Court of the State of New York each refused to 

sign the act of incorporation on the plea that such a title might 

be offensive to a large section of the population. Father O’Connor, founder 

of Christ’s Mission and its Director at that time, reported the situation 

to Dr. Howard Crosby, pastor of a local Presbyterian Church. Dr. Crosby 

was indignant that judges of the highest court of New York State would 

refuse to perform a purely perfunctory duty because it might displease 

Tammany Hall and the Roman Catholic Church, synonymous terms at 
that and other more recent times. 


Dr. Crosby asked Father O’Connor: “What do you mean by the words 
‘For the Conversion of Roman Catholics’ in your charter?” 


“To bring them nearer to God, nearer to Christ, like other Chris- 
tians,” the founder of Christ’s Mission replied. 


“That is a noble purpose,” answered Dr. Crosby, “and you should be 
adequately sustained by all Protestants in such a cause. To bring your 
brethren nearer to God, nearer to Christ? If anyone should start a society 
for the conversion of Presbyterians in that sense, I would join it myself.” 


After considerable discussion and legal assistance, it was finally de- 
cided to eliminate the words “For the Conversion of Roman Catholics,” 
and let Christ’s Mission be the sole title. A leading city attorney then 
presented the new charter to Judge Donahoe, a Roman Catholic, who 
signed the paper without question. 


Christ’s Mission has labored for the conversion of Roman Catholics 
since its incorporation. Its Board of Directors was led to call in 1940, 
as a successor to Father O’Connor, eminently qualified former priest, Leo 
H. Lehmann, who so courageously carried on the work of converting Ro- 
man Catholics through the written and spoken word until his passing last 
_ June 19. Just more recently, it has been led to call former Dominican 

priest, Walter Manuel Montajfio, as Executive Director and Editor, and to 
_ combine its efforts with the Western Hemisphere Evangelical Union, Inc., 
~ and to devote particular emphasis, to the conversion of Roman Catholics 
in the whole of the North, South and Central Americas. 


Christ’s Mission, with its simple title, has accomplished a great work 

in its special field of labor. Roman Catholics have been influenced in 
igantic numbers by its teachings. Among those converts from Rome have 
een hundreds of Roman Catholic priests. 

Truly as Father O’Connor envisioned, as Dr. Lehmann labored, and 
as Dr. Montafio takes up the torch, by the grace of God this will con- 
tinue to be “Christ’s Mission for the Conversion of Roman Catholics— 
| to bring them nearer to God, nearer to Christ.” 
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EDITORIAL 


By W. M. MonTANO 


ae S IT CROSSED the American 
soil with its challenge to all 
MEARS citizens of a heritage born in 
Yucrifice and heroism, the Freedom 
Train stopped a few blocks from our 
door. Among the treasures it carried 
was the original manuscript copy of 
the Bill of Rights. We were awed by 
the tattered pages of this priceless 
document, and as we contemplated its 
acted history, we were transported, 
as in ecstasy, to the vision of the bat- 
es fought by our forefathers, the 
lives they lost, and the sufferings they 
| tidured to secure our legacy of free- 
| 


Deep in patriotic reflection, we 
were startled by the gift of a souvenir 
flder containing a photograph of the 

Mill of Rights bearing the never-to-be- 
Prgotten warning: 


© We did not get our Bill of Rights be- 

iB ause some high-minded gentleman pen- 

td self-evident truths shortly after our 

try was founded ... Our democratic 

il ty was conceived ages ago in the 

rk of dungeons where brave mind 
lispered to unbroken soul. It was 

ched into birth when limbs were 
Wiled apart on the torturer's rack, and 

jorch § Bnew the screams of women who saw 
i their men butchered. It drew its breath 
108 § life as the ill-trained farm boys choked 
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their last, pinned to the earth by the 
bayonets of Hessian mercenaries .. . The 
great liberties of the Bill of Rights were 
paid for in agony and blood and can be 
kept safe only by restless conscience and 
the courage to speak out.” 

Months later, while translating the 
message of this folder into another 
language, we were interrupted by a 
telephone call. “This is Leo H. Leh- 
mann, Editor of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE,” the voice on 
the other end of the wire said. As we 
met with Dr. Lehmann that day in 
Los Angeles, California, our first con- 
versation centered around the Bill of 
Rights and the subsequent hours were 
spent in prayer and discussion of mat- 
ters vitally important to our common 
task in life. 

Who could have realized that a 
short two years later we would be 
writing this editorial from the same 
office where Dr. Lehmann spent so 
much of his time . . . . at the same 
desk where his brilliant mind, his 
courageous spirit and noble heart 
wrote those soul-stirring messages 
which were destined to establish in 
the Christian faith, untold starving 
numbers who pleaded: “Tell us the 
truth!” Time and again, the words of 
God proclaimed in Isaiah (55:9) have 
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been fulfilled in our own lives: "As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Last June when we received the 
message that this valiant soldier had 
been called from the battlefield into 
a higher rank, we were alarmed. Yet 
the knowledge that God Himself 
controls the affairs of His kingdom, 
kept us calm and firm in the convic- 
tion that the work would continue, 
and in that faith we replied: 


“Dr. Lehmann’s promotion is a great 
loss to the entire Protestantism. A 
courageous soldier of the Cross and 
heroic defender of the faith, his devo- 
tion and consecrated life to the Lord 
were an inspiration. Loved in life as 
one of the finest Christian characters, 
his past ministry will continue bearing 
fruit.” 


Not even then did we remotely 
think ours would be the call to suc- 
ceed Leo Lehmann. Very few people 


realize how, long before the crisis 
came to Christ’s Mission of losing its 
Director, God set aside and molded 
in the person of E. Van B. Kelly, a 
most efficient and capable instrument, 
which He has used in the work during 
these crucial days. Just another evi- 
dence that God never abandons the 
work born in a heavenly vision and 
marked with the seal of His approval! 
The members of the Board of Trus- 
tees and its Executive Committee en- 
dued by the Holy Spirit, the converted 
priests consecrated to their God-given 
commission, the employees devoted to 
their respective responsibilities, all 
backed by the prayers of thousands of 
Christ’s Mission’s friends, carried on 
and expanded the work under the 
able leadership of Acting Director, 
Rev. H. Clay Mitchell of Calvary Bap- 
tist Church, New York City. 
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In the closing months of last ye; 
we accepted Christ’s Mission's invit 
tion to participate in a special confe 
ence in Kentucky, which Dr. 
mann had prepared shortly before hi 
passing. As God’s purposes were up 
folded, and His ways were clearly 
vealed, we repeated the old words of 
consecration, “Have Thine own way, 
Lord.” It is with humility before the 
All-mighty and with a singular cop 
sciousness of His call to this tremep 
dous responsibility, we take posse. 
sion of our office as Executive Dire 
tor of Christ’s Mission and Editor of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGs 
ZINE, and rededicate ourselves to pr 
claim the truth, defend the freedom 
and propagate the Gospel of ou 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

It has been said that “Somewhere 
in this country the Bill of Rights is 
violated almost every day. Its mos 
dangerous foes are not foreign dicts 
tors, but those of us, who while claim 
ing every privilege of individual lib 
erty would deny it to others. To ris 
to a neighbor’s aid in defense of his 
rights, is the first duty of citizenship” 
(Donald Culcross Peattie, Readef’ 
Digest, June, 1947.) For close to 
three-quarters of a century the pages 
of this Magazine have been consectat 
ed to the defense and preservation of 
the same religious freedom for whith 
Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Knox, Sav 
narola and thousands of other heros 
have died. 

Stedfastly devoted to our task of 
preserving our historical Protestant 
ism and defending the Bill of Righis 
our Mission could only be differenti 
we were to betray our Protestant het 
itage and forget that the blood of tht 
martyrs is the seed of the church. We 
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maintain that in all matters of faith, 
doctrine and conduct the Holy Scrip- 
tures alone are our sole rule of faith. 
We could only hold differently if we 
if were to destroy the cornerstone of the 
American way of life and invalidate 
the great commission of Christ with 
its implicit and explicit command to 
freely disseminate His gospel without 
conditions, restrictions or reservations 
imposed by any power or system. 


As members of the Body of Christ, 
the real and genuine Apostolic church, 
we follow the Scriptural admonition, 
to “Stand fast in the faith,” (I Cor. 
16:13), and “earnestly contend for 
the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints” (Jude 3). We cannot 
alienate ourselves from this sacred 
duty. As heirs of apostolic lineage, the 
great commission from the heart of 
our Risen Lord, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every 
treature,” is our responsibility today 
























































































a as it was the apostles’ of old. 
tig) 20 Our many friends and support- 





ets who have followed us with prayer 
and interest along the paths of our 
missionary journeys on this continent, 
we announce that our missionary in- 
terest, instead of losing strength, will 
be carried forward with a greater im- 
petus than ever before. Christ’s Mis- 
tion, Inc. and the Western Hemi- 
iphere Evangelical Union, Inc., are 
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combining efforts for the conversion 
of Roman Catholics. Strong em- 
phasis will be placed on the evangel- 
ism of the one hundred and fifty mil- 
lion people in Latin America, spit- 
itual orphans without a tutor, and 
abandoned souls for more than four 
hundred years. Particular attention 
will be focused on Latin America, our 
adopted land, where Christ’s commis- 
sion of two thousand years ago will 
be fulfilled in an unprecedented man- 
ner by the continuance of great evan- 
gelistic campaigns and the establish- 
ment of a ministry for the converted 
former priests of the Roman Catholic 
Church who once were the voice of 
darkness and have now become the 
light-bearers and good samaritans 
commanded to bring new spiritual 
shape to the destiny of the entire con- 
tinent. 


To the thousands of friends of 
Christ’s Mission and readers of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, we 
send our most sincere greetings and 
offer our assurance that with their 
continued prayerful support we will 
keep the torch of freedom burning. 
Always keeping this work and minis- 
try on the highest level, we will con- 
tinue to expound the Christian doc- 
trine, and extend the Gospel light to - 
the darkened continents. 

Whereas the Gospel of Christ is 
the only Light to reveal the truth, 
and this truth the only road to free- 
dom, we are committed by word and 
deed to proclaim the message of the 
ages, “Ye shall know the truth and 
the truth shall make you free.” (Jobn 
8:32) 
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Peter Was 
Protestant 


Both in his Doctrine and Language 
But W hat of his Bones? 


OPE PIUS XII announced last De- 
cember 24 that the Tomb of St. 
Peter had been discovered. To the 
question, ‘Has the Tomb of St. Peter 
really been found?” the Pope answer- 
ed, “Yes. The tomb of the Prince of 
Apostles has been found. Such is the 
final conclusion after all the labor and 
study of these years.” 

“A second question, subordinate to 
the first,” remarked the N. Y. Times 
of that day, “refers to the relics of St. 
Peter. Have they been found? At the 
side of the tomb remains of human 
bones have been found. However, it 
is impossible to prove with certainty 
that they belong to the body of the 
Apostle. This still leaves intact the 
historical reality of the tomb itself.” 

It was pointed out at the Vatican 
that although general opinion in the 
Vatican is that the bones found next 
to the tomb were those of St. Peter, 
the Pope could not say so specifically 
inasmuch as this opinion was based on 
circumstantial evidence. “How can 
one identify the bones after nearly 
1,900 years?” one official remarked. 

Dr. Lehmann has related, that as a 
student in Rome he had as a teacher 
of archaeology a certain Professor 
Marucchi, a layman of advanced age 
who was a co-worker with the great 
archaeologist Di Rossi. He related to 
them that for fifty years his greatest 
ambition had been to unearth in Rome 
some inscription which would verify 
the papal claim that the apostle Peter 
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was actually in Rome. Pope Leo XIIl 
had solemnly promised, should he sue 
ceed in bringing to light such an in 
scription, that, layman and married 
though he was, he would reward him 
by making him a cardinal. He was 
forced to admit to his students that he 
had given up hope of success in his 
search. What has been dug up from the 
soil of early Christian Rome verifies all 
that the New Testament tells us of 
the formation of the Christian Church, 
but both remain silent witnesses 
against the claim of the bishops of 
Rome to be the successors of the 
Apostle Peter, whom they claim t 
have been the first bishop of Rome. 


Whether or not it can be proved that 
the tomb of the Apostle Peter, with or 
without his bones or ashes, is in posses 
sion of the Roman Catholic Church, 
true ‘apostolic succession’ from Peter 
still remains with those who believe as 
Peter believed and teach as Peter 
taught. The burial place of Peter's re 
mains will always remain doubtful, but 
it so happens that we have absolute 
proof of what he believed and taughi, 
and which is recorded in the New Te 
tament as the Word of God in the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles a 
well as in Peter’s own two epistles. 


It is quite remarkable that th 
mode of expression of Peter's tead 
ings as well as the teachings them 
selves are distinctly Protestant, not Re 
man Catholic. This is true, not only ia 
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Protestant versions of the New Testa- 
ment, but also in the Roman Catholic 
(Douay) version. The following ex- 
cerpts in proof of this are taken from 
the Douay version: 

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ (I 
Peter 1:1) 

. . . The God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ . . . hath regenerated us... 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead (1:3) 

. . . by the power of God are kept by 
faith unto salvation (1:5) 

... you were not redeemed with... 
gold or silver . . . but with the precious 
blood of Christ (1:18, 19) 

. . - Being born again 
Word of God’ (1:23) 

... all flesh is as grass . . . The grass 
is withered . . . but the Word of the 
Lord endureth for ever (1:24-25) 

. . » Be you [all Christians} also as 
living stones built up, a spiritual house, 
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices (2:5) 

... Behold I lay in Sion a chief corner 
stone . . . And he that shall believe in 
Him, shall not be confounded (2:6) 

. . . You are a chosen generation, a 
kingly priesthood (2:9) 

. .. Who His own self bore our sins 
in His body upon the tree . . . by whose 
stripes you were healed . . . You are now 
converted to the Shepherd and Bishop of 
your souls [Christ is head, stone and 
bishop; we are all his priests} (2:24-25) 

. . . Because Christ also died once for 
our sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might offer us to God (3:18) 

.. . The ancients [Elders} therefore 
that are among you, I beseech . . . Feed 
the flock of God . . . willingly according 
to God; not for filthy lucre’s sake, but 
voluntary. Neither as lording it over the 
clergy, but being made a pattern of the 
flock from the heart. And when the 
prince of pastors {Christ} shall appear, 
you shall receive a never-fading crown of 
glory (5:1-4) 
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. . . by the 
















































. . . Grace be to you all who are in 
Christ Jesus. Amen” (5:14) 

“Simon Peter, servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ (II Peter 1:1) 

. . . There were also false prophets 
among the people, even as there shall be 
among you lying teachers . . . and through 
covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you (II Peter 
2:1-3) 

. . - as also our most dear brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given him, 
hath written to you; as also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these 
things” (II Peter 3:15-16). 


The chief reason, of course, why the 
Roman Catholic Church does not 
speak and teach in this language of 
Peter is because it is occupied all the 
time speaking and dogmatizing about 
teachings and practices never mention- 
ed by Peter, Paul or other New Testa- 
ment writers. Peter is concerned whol- 
ly with what is now known as Protes- 
tant Evangelical teaching. 


The Roman Catholic Church teach- 
es the opposite in these things: it de- 
nies complete justification by faith in 
Christ, and does not teach about “‘be- 
ing born again . . . by the Word of 
God.” It requires repetition of sacri- 
fices daily, and sets up a special caste 
of priests to offer these sacrifices and 
to forgive sins. It has a dictatorial 
pope (said to be the successor of _ 
Peter) and a hierarchy “lording it” 
over the people, even dressed in imi- 
tation of Caesar and his court in Pe- 
ter’s time, and requires money pay- 
ments for masses and other spiritual 
ministrations. 


If they can be found, let Roman 
Catholics keep St. Peter's bones. Prot- 
estants will continue to keep and prac- 
tice his teachings. 
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Che Monk Who Lived Again ; 


“Before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear’ 


(Isaiah 65:24). 


WRIDAY AFTERNOON, Feb- 
ruaty 16, 1951, the Board of 
Trustees of Christ’s Mission 

ispeitend Dr. Walter Manuel Mon- 
tafio as Executive Director of Christ’s 
Mission and Editor of THE CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE. It was a mo- 
mentous meeting, with the leading 
hand of the Lord evident and active. 
For it was only after prayerful con- 
sideration that the decision was made 
and accepted. 


Born of noble Spanish lineage, Dr. 
Walter Montafio is the youngest son 
of Dr. German Guillén Montaifio, re- 
cently resigned Regent of the Univer- 
sity of Cochabamba, Bolivia, and 
nephew of Elivdora Villazin, former 
president of Bolivia and Father Can- 
on Ledezma, priest of Cochabamba 
and leading Roman Catholic author- 
ity of the district. From early child- 
hood, there were two salient charac- 
teristics of Walter Montafio: his re- 
ligious fervor and his scholarly studi- 
ousness. 


[*THE MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN is 
the title of the biography by B. H. Pear- 
son of Dr. Walter M. Montafio. THE 
MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN, published 
by Light and Life Press, Winona Lake, 
Indiana, is now in its ninth printing in 
English. Price $1.50. All quotes in this 
article are from this book.] 
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“Baptized at birth by the parish 
priest, confirmed at twelve years of 
age by the bishop, regular attendant 
at confession and mass, of which he 
partook with the greatest fear and 
the most religious fervor as one who 
knew the wafer host to be the very 
body, soul and passion of Christ— 
deity itself, in fact—in him the Ro 
man Catholic Church could be assur 
ed of a devotee whose loyalty might 
not be questioned.” 


“ “Yes, he is a devout boy, a really 
very religious boy, indeed,’ said Fath 
er Ledezma, of his young nephew, 
Walter. ‘Perhaps, he, too, may bea 
priest, a bishop even, or well—who 
knows? For he is very young. To gov 
ern spiritually,’ added the old priest 
cryptically, nodding his head know 
ingly, ‘is still to govern.’ 

““T have no fears for that boy,’ said 
Dr. German Guillén Montafio. ‘De 
siderio, my older boy —he has left 
home to become a doctor; . . . And 
Antonio has also left home . . . But 
Walter Manuel—yes, he is a student, 
a little too religious now, perhaps 
but he will soon be cured of that. He 
shall take my place as a scholar and 


*The Monk Who Lived Again, B. H. Pears0, 
p. 35. 
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leader of education. My work in es- 
tablishing and carrying forward the 
rural schools shall some day be his.’ 
He crossed himself in appreciation of 
these favors from heaven.” 
“Religion in Latin America, like 
ancient Gaul, may be divided into 
three parts. There is the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, with its endless hordes 
of nuncios, archbishops, bishops, par- 
ish priests, acolytes, sacristans, monks, 
nuns, pertaining to a bewildering ar- 
tay Of separate orders such as the 
Jesuits, Franciscans, Dominicanos, 
Mercedarios, Corazonistas, Carmelites, 
Passionistas, forming ecclesiastical 
hierarchy, a religious ruling class, 
with an army of dependents whose 
living and continued influence de- 





















of-things-as-they-are.’ Then there is 
an ever-growing company of intellec- 
tuals recruited from the student class- 
es whose revolt at what they have 
seen pass for Christianity has driven 
them not only into frank, and some- 
times violent criticism of the church, 
but into atheism. 

“While Walter Manuel found that 
teligion could be made to serve his 
own purpose, it was a cheap and easy 
compromise which could not long en- 
dure. He could not, would not, for 
long, drift with the tide. He could not 
long endure to have as an answer to 
the deepest quest of the human heart 
only hypocritical form and mere su- 
perstition. Thought and study de- 
manded of him a philosophy of life 
which had enough vitality to stand 
the strain of scientific method. If 
there were a God he must at last find 
Him and serve Him. If there were 
none, the fierce passion of his mind 









































‘Ibid, pp. 40, 41. 
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pend upon the worship of the ‘God- . 
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must inevitably tear down the false 
mask of religion and give to him 
that dangerous freedom which so 
largely has come to modern man.”* 

One day as this questioning youth 
was strolling along with his compan- 
ions, a Catholic priest was standing 
at the corner talking to a group of | 
boys. 

“As for Walter Manuel, when he 
first came up he did not understand 
what was taking place. As the full 
force of the horrible suggestions be- 
gan to dawn upon him he felt a hor- 
ror, then a fury. He was one who had 
an inherent sense of nobility which 





"Ibid, pp. 48-49; 49-50. 
‘Ibid, pp. 50-51. 


had kept him from many of the gross- 
er practices around him. The mere 
mention of evil things might not have 
shocked him, but this was God’s mes- 
senger speaking. Not only was it what 
the man said as he stood there grim- 
acing and gesticulating, which trou- 
bled him, but this man was a symbol 
of that religion which pretended to 
be the arbiter of morals and the guide 
to heaven; a religion which had 
frightened him with tales of hell to 
make him its slave; which had forced 
him to lie when its interests were at 
stake; that demanded of him obeis- 
ance in the form of penance which it 
imposed in judgment upon his con- 
duct; and now the representative of 
that religion stood on the corner and 
poured into his ear the filthy, lecher- 
ous plans of a roue. 

“He was through with it all. A 
great volcano burst within his soul. 
He would believe their lies no longer, 
nor would he pretend to do them 
reverence for his own advantage. 
From this hour he could be counted 
on as an enemy of the Church. He 
would be an atheist. Whatever the 
cost, he became an atheist in that very 
moment. He would form an atheist 
club. He would fight this thing called 
religion with all his strength. As for 
this swine on the corner, he could 
have killed him at the moment. With- 
out waiting for the priestly blessing 
he and his companions strode on 
down the street. The sort of revolu- 
tion which recently has been twisting 
governments off their foundations 
had occurred—so far as he was con- 
cerned. 

ATHEISM UNSATISFACTORY 

“As throughout all Latin America 

where atheism is flourishing side-by- 
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side with the most abject superstition, 
the ground had already been prepared 
in the minds of a considerable num 
ber of young men for this revolt 
against God. Probably eighty per cent 
of nominal Roman Catholics in South 
America regret the abuses in their 
Church and long for reform providing 
it does not come through the Protes- 
tants. As the boys discussed matters 
over the pages of a volume which 
claimed to prove their position and 
made the denial of deity intellectually 
respectable, it was decided to form an 
organization to give greater strength 
to their position and in that moment 
‘The Student’s Atheist Association’ 
was formed. It still exists. It has turn- 
ed out a yearly alumni which has 
been fostering atheism throughout 
South America. It has been spiritual 
tragedy in many a life. 

“But still so deeply religious is the 
human heart, Walter Manuel could 
not leave God alone nor find the will 
to live without Him. One day as he 
sat in his study in his father’s beauti- 
ful home a question suddenly spoke 
itself to his mind as though another 
were present with him. “Why are you 
an atheist?’ asked the Voice. 

“*T cannot answer that,’ replied the 
young man to himself. ‘I cannot prove 
that there is no God. To say that the 
world made itself—that is folly. To 
say that it always was is to make it 
God. Perhaps I have not gone fat 
enough in religion to find Him. Be 
cause a few priests were evil and a 
few worshipers immoral—that is not 
enough to prove that there is no God 
If I were to become a priest myself, 
perform the offices of the church with 
a pure heart, if I were to dedicate my 
self in penances and fasts and nightly 
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vigils, spend long hours in prayer be- 
fore the altars of the church, if I were 
to read only the books of those who 
knew Him in centuries past, then no 
doubt I would find Him. To be an 
atheist, of course, is to be nothing. 
“Walter Manuel Montafio knew of 
but one religion, for the message of 
Protestant missions in South America 
has seldom reached the educated 


classes. God had, so far as he knew, 
but one means of expressing Himself 
through revelation other than the 
book of nature, and that was the 
apostolic Roman Catholic Church. 
God would be found there or not at 
all. Well, for one he would find Him. 
His present life was intolerable. He 
would return to the Church. He would 
dedicate his life to the service of God 


Walter M. Montafio as a Dominican Priest 
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and religion, He himself would be- 
come a priest! 

“Someone may ask, ‘If the Voice 
spoke to Walter Manuel Montafio at 
all, why was he not now guided into 
fuller light and truth ?’ 

“And the only answer one can give 
is the story of the years which lay 
ahead.” 


DECISION TO BECOME A 
ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST 


Now that he, Walter Manuel Mon- 
tafio, had decided to become a priest, 
his father’s approval must be secured. 
He entered his father’s richly furnish- 
ed library and ventured, ‘Good after- 
noon, father. May I talk with you?’ 

“*Father, I want to become a 
priest!’ 

“Dr.German Guillén Montaijio laid 
down the volume upon which he had 
been meditating, removed his glasses, 
and looked steadily and searchingly 
at his son as though to ascertain eith- 
er his sanity or his seriousness. Was 
this some jest perhaps, or a threat by 
which he hoped to obtain money or 
favor? He could see only earnest 
youth in quest. 

“A priest?’ he answered in amaze- 
ment. “Whatever put such a thought 
into your head, my son?’ 

“As best he could the young man 
told the story. 

‘““Hum-m-m-m!’ replied the older 
man when his son had finished, not 
quite sure just what course to take. 
“You at least could never be a com- 
mon priest—I could not permit that. 
You might, however, if you insist on 
this, become a monk.’ 

“A few mornings later his father 
called Walter Manuel onto the ter- 
race overlooking the beautiful garden 


"Ibid, pp. 52; 54; 56-57. 
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of tropical plants and shrubs. As the 
young man seated himself at the rus- 
tic reading table the older man ask- 
ed, ‘Are you still determined to be a 
monk ?” 

“ “Yes, surely,’ answered the young 
candidate. 

“His father had a pile of maga 
zines and catalogues describing the 
numerous orders of the Catholi¢ 
Church. As they studied the various 
monasteries and discussed their rela- 
tive merits, Walter Manuel’s interest 
was gradually attracted to that of the 
Dominican Friars. It was the wealthi- 
est and most famous of them all. At 
the time of the founding of the order 
the pope who, in that bygone day, 
alone was petmitted to preach, had, as 
a special honor to Santo Domingo, 
the founder, bestowed upon him and 
his monks in their fight against the 
Albigenses the right also to preach 
Only a Dominican Friar might place 
‘O.P.’ after his name signifying 
‘Preaching Order.’ Not only was 
preaching the prerogative of the Do 
minicans, but they were also required 
to spend eight hours a day in study 
until the day of their death, and theit 
traditions told of many great scholars 
who graced their history. They had 
also been honored by having the In 
quisition intrusted to them. Theit 
shield carried three words, ‘Praise, 
bless, preach,’ which expressed theif 
purposes. The pope even exercised 
comparatively little control over them, 
as they had their own spiritual head 
in Rome. 

“At Lima, Peri, was one of the 
richest and most aristocratic monat 
teries of the Dominican Order in all 
Latin America. To be admitted there 
would be in keeping with the social 
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prestige of the family. The robes were 
also most attractive-— white with a 
great black cape of many yards of 
doth, much like that worn by royal- 
ty in former days. The Dominican 
monks were different men than the 
priests he had known around Cocha- 
bamba. Walter Manuel could tell that 
from their pictures and the stories of 
the order. These men evidently knew 
God! God was pleased to reveal Him- 
self to them. Together father and son 
decided the momentous question—he 
would be a Dominican monk—if they 
would accept. him.””* 




























Soon the necessary formalities of 
entry were completed and word of ac- 
ceptance was received. And on Feb- 
mary 9, 1920, at the age of seventeen 
years, Walter Montafio began to re- 









the 
ch, |alize his ambition. At the College of 
lace gaint Thomas Aquinas, a two-story 





building connected with the monas- 
tery, he was formally delivered into 
the hands of the superior. 







“Ten days were now passed in pre- 
liminary religious exercises. Excluded 
fom association with all priests, ex- 
cpt their own superior, without even 
the privilege of conversing with one 
mother, Walter Manuel, with the 
thtee other candidates for the noviti- 
ate, prepared himself with prayers, 
confessions, fasts, and the mass for 
tatering upon his sacred duties. He 
sudied Thomas a’Kempis’ Imitation 
of Christ, Fray Luis de Granada’s 
Guide to Sinners, and enormous tomes 
giving the stories of the heroic sacri- 
lees of those who lived for the 


_ 
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Church, of the death of her martyrs, 
and vivid descriptions of hell which 
left him trembling with fear. 


“Having completed his preparations, 
on March 25,Solemn Feast Day of the 
Virgin Mary, Walter Manuel Montafio 
and his three companions were taken 
to the traditional altar inside the 
monastery, unseen save by the monks, 
and here, during an impressive cere- 
mony, his outer garments were re- 
moved, signifying the laying aside of 
his former life, and the black and 
white habit of a Dominican friar was 
blessed and placed upon him. Then he 
lay down in front of the altar while a 
burial ceremony was read over him. 
Thus did he die to the world, to live 
in the service of the Church. Then, 
kneeling, he repeated the vow, ‘I, 
Walter Manuel Montafio, promise 
to observe the vows of chastity, pover- 
ty, and obedience.’ 


“Later, as the bells tolled and the 
organ shook the building with its 
thunderous tones, they marched to the 
great altar of the Church of Santo 
Domingo, where again they were 
solemnly and publicly consecrated to 
the new life of a novitiate. 


“Walter Manuel Montafio’s name 
was changed to Fray Luis, after his 
patron saint, whose penance, preach- 
ing ability, and missionary zeal he 
earnestly desired to imitate. 

“The orbit of his life had now been 
fixed forever — prayers, confessions, 
masses, study, chanting — fixed for- 
ever.’ 





‘Ibid, pp. 68-69; 70. 


SEMINARY DAYS 

“At the end of the first year Fray 
Luis was one of the three who passed 
the examination and became eligible 
for reception into the Simple Profes- 
sion. 

“Again there were ten days of most 
rigorous spiritual preparation, after 
which he repeated his vows of chas- 
tity, poverty and obedience for a fur- 
ther period of three years. At this 
time he was ordered to sign a formal 
renouncement of all right, title, and 
interest in any property whatsoever 
which he did now or ever should pos- 
sess, all of which was granted to the 
Dominican Order, and the paper seal- 
ed before a notary. 

“The members of the Simple Pro- 
fession were removed to cells about 
fourteen by eighteen feet in size 
where aside from the objects of wor- 
ship, there were to be found only a 
bed, lavatory, clothes’ closet, book 
shelves, and writing table. 


“The liberalism of some of his 
teachers disturbed the orthodoxy of 
Fray Luis at times. One day as Father 
Pandigozo was teaching the doctrine 
of Peter as the rock on which the true 
church was built and the pope as the 
successor of Peter, it occurred to Fray 
Luis to inquire about a discrepancy in 
practice which he discerned. ‘How is 
it, he asked, ‘that while Christ and 
Peter both lived a very poor life, and 
had not even a place to lay their heads, 
that the pope today has such immense 
riches and power?’ 

‘Father Pandigozo turned upon his 
interlocutor with savage directness. 
‘Don’t you know, he demanded, 
110 
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frowning fiercely, ‘that this is a ma 
ter of faith?’ He picked up a book 
“You say that this book is yellow. k 
seems yellow to you. But if the Church 
says that this book is black then you 
know that it is black—for you tha}i 
book zs black!’ 

“If for Fray Luis there were disap§! 
pointments in religion, there wet 
compensating delights in his studies§) 
Of the two courses open to him, iI 
Doctorate in Philosophy or in Theolge 
ogy, he selected the former. His defi 
gree would come from the San Margo 
cos University of Lima, founded byfe 
the Dominican Order in 1551, andi 
oldest institution of learning in t 
New World. 

“So swiftly that he himself a 
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siscarcely believe it, the three years of 
the Simple Profession were ended, his 
studies successfully completed, and he 
was recommended for the Solemn 
Profession, in the taking of which 
yows the words ‘until death’ should 
forever close the door of escape from 
his present life back into the world 
Which, in the long ago, he had known. 
““On the day of the sacred investi- 
tire the Basilica was crowded with a 
course of worshipers, the incense 
in clouds from the altars, the mu- 
swelled from the organ, and the 
ts rose from the singing priests 
til the great stone edifice vibrated 
the harmony. As one of the partici- 
ats in the ceremony at this time was 
Dominican bishop, this added un- 
Wual splendor to the event. Once 
more Fray Luis lay down before the 
iltar in sign of utter death to all else; 
for the third time the burial service 
was read above him; and he rose a 
book§ member of the Solemn Profession— 
ow. kf oily death could release him from 
“hurchf these vows. 

=n you} “Now at last he had become a friar 
u that} mhis own right. Walter Manuel Mon- 
alo was forever dead — Fray Luis 
- disap Beltran had taken his place. No longer 
. wert did he live in separate rooms, eat by 
studies himself, worship in a chapel apart, but 
him, {be became a fully accredited member 
Theol of the Dominican community. For the 
His def fist time he understood the real life 













































































































has been under constant restraint and 
dscipline, this was now entirely re- 
led. Having now attained to this 
highest rank in the order it was as 
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though real saintliness were some 
doubtful good which might be dis- 
pensed with. Like the others he found 
himself now free to break the rules 
as he pleased. Instead of a deeper holi- 
ness of life he found less; instead of 
increased sincerity, cynicism.” * 
PRIESTHOOD NOT THE ANSWER 

The longer Fray Luis remained in 
the monastery and pursued his monas- 
tic duties, the more he realized the use- 
lessness of the Roman Catholic prac- 
tices and the unfilled craving of his 
own heart for the peace of God. 

“There were several things he could 
have done. He might have become a 
practical atheist, hypocritically going 
through the performance of certain 
duties which were expected of him and 
teaching the people lies which he no 
longer believed. Others did this. He 
might have forgotten in indulgent li- 
centiousness. Others did. But if he 
were to remain honest there was only 
one course open to him.’ He would 
choose self-denial. 

“Night after night he removed the 
clothing and mattress from the bed 
and lay down upon the cold metal of 
the springs until it bit into his flesh 
and drove sleep from his eyes. If on- 
ly he might have fellowship with God! 
Just once! 

“He went to a sacred grave, a sepul- 
cher in one of the cloisters in the 
chapel of the Solemn Profession. Ac- 
cording to the history of the church 
the dirt from the grave had miracu- 
lous qualities. He took the earth from 
over the body of this worthy, mixed it 


‘Ibid, pp. 75; 76; 85; 86-87. 
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with tea or water, and drank it. He 
carried a quantity of it in his pockets, 
trusting thereby that he might at last 
be saved. 


“Driven constantly to greater ef- 
forts, he made a garment of rough 
material, formed of little wire hooks, 
and wore this about his waist and loins 
so that at every movement the flesh 
was galled or torn, causing a horror of 
pain and leaving his body a mass of 
wounds and sores. 


“He became so thin and extenuated 
that his superior remonstrated with 
him, ‘What is wrong? What are you 
doing? What makes you ill?’ Finding 
him one day performing a particularly 
cruel penance he told him to stop it. 
‘Give up such nonsense,’ he said; ‘that 
is meant only for the people outside 
who know no better.’ Some of the more 
serious monks, who, too, would have 
been glad to find what he was seeking, 
thought of Fray Luis as a spiritual 
guide because of these devotions and 
sought his counsel. Others laughed at 
all this; but he could only wonder at 
their levity and their continued drunk- 
en revels in the face of these eternal 
problems which so oppressed his soul.’ 


Another consuming passion in Fray 
Luis’ life was literature. “By the time 
he had reached the age of twenty-three 
years he was an accomplished journal- 
ist in his own right and earning a con- 
siderable amount through his pen. Un- 
der the heading ‘The International 
Moment’ he became a columnist for 
South American periodicals. Here he 
treated historical, patriotic, religious, 
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and political subjects of world signif 
cance with such tremendous vitality}, 
and passionate earnestness that now} 
years afterward the files of clipping}, 
make absorbing reading. 

“As priors do not always enjoy hae 
ing their own dignity and authority 
overshadowed by a mere friar whos 
name comes too easily and frequenth§. 
to men’s lips it became necessary for} 
Fray Luis to adopt two pseudonyms 
under which his material was sold— 
El Duque de Siultno Magno, and Rut 
de Oropeza. 


The decision to canonize Beato Mar}. 
tin de Porres was made by the reigning 
potentate. [For documented details 
the process of canonization see CCM, 
March, 1950. } ‘However, it was neces 
sary for him to have the history of the 
individual who was to be canonized a 
authority for such an act and as prod}; 
of his saintliness and the miradé 
which God through him had bee§, 


‘pleased to perform. 


“As a matter of fact, no one really 
knew much of anything about Beato 
Martin de Porres, which perhaps 
made it all the easier to canonize him, 
for certainly no one could prove that 
he did not deserve this honor. 
all available materials had been 
ed in Fray Luis’ hands for the 
of producing the biography he ‘ 
that the larger part of such a b 
must be purely invention. But as 
end justifies the means in the Cath 
faith, the canonization of a 
man would justify a lie. As a holy eat 
was in view Fray Luis could quiet his 
conscience and not only that but ig 
was ordered to do so by Fray Comit 
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nife} go Lliarta, who was in charge of the 
alityitampaign for the sanctification or 
now} beatification of Martin de Porres. 
ing} Also everything must finally be ap- 


who were relieved when they cried 
out in their pain, ‘Fray Beato, help 
me!’ At once his spirit appeared and 
gave them water, food or medicine as 


| proved by the theologues of the mon- 
astery upon whose judgment he re- 


“In the series of miracles Fray Luis 
invented was one showing the humil- 
ity of Beato Martin de Porres when 
working as a barber in the monastery. 
According to the story, one of the fri- 
as, a very vain fellow, wanted to 
have his hair in curls, and more than 


aE} just the three fingers’ width around 


the shaven crown, as provided in the 
constitution. He was so enraged when 
he saw the way in which his hair had 
been cut that he started to insult Beato 
Martin, calling him ‘Negro,’ for he 
was a mulatto. But Martin with an 
indulgent smile wrapped a towel 
about his head, and when he’ removed 
it the man’s head was covered with 
heavy curls, much to his pleasure. 


“There were also pictured the sick 


needed. This miracle took place in 
China, India, and Africa as well as in 
South America, for his spirit appear- 
ed quite impartially, wherever needy 
people called for him. 

“One day Beato Martin, as the nar- 
rative unfolded, was feeding his dog 
when a cat came up and looked on 
longingly. He called to the cat, ‘Come, 
Brother Cat, and eat!’ The dog per- 
mitted the cat to eat the food with 
him. Spying a rat in the corner Mar- 
tin called to this little creature also, 
‘Come, Brother Rat, and eat!’ for he 
called all animals ‘Brother’ and there 
were dog, cat and rat all eating out 
of a common dish at the feet of this 
good and holy man! 


“The history of Beato Martin de 
Portes, as thus fabricated by Fray Lu- 
is, was unanimously approved by the 
holy fathers of the Dominican Order, 


Dr. Montafio as Secretary of State of Bolivia, a post he served for a brief time until he 
felt led to decline the position and continue his missionary work. Dr. Herman Siles 
(center) was President, and through his contact with Dr. Montaiio renounced the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and accepted Christ as his Saviour. 
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published as written, has been circu- 
lated through South America, and on 
the basis of this volume the Roman 
pope began the work of canonizing 
this humble servant of the early Do- 
minican friars of Lima, Perd.’® 


FINDS SATISFACTION AND CHRIST 
And thus Fray Luis, the dead Wal- 
ter Manuel Montafio, spent seven 
years in the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood, but still he did not find Christ. 
Upon taking his spiritual inventory, 
he found himself no closer to his goal 
than when he was active in atheistic 
activities. What could he lose, he rea- 
soned, if he left the monastery in his 
further search of God? The security 
and comforts of the Dominican order 
were not worth the necessary hypocri- 
sy. And what of the Protestants ? 
“The Protestants, as he well knew 
and had many times preached, wor- 
shiped the devil in person. But, what 
of it? Perhaps they had peace—he 
had none. Perhaps there was a joyous 
abandonment in giving oneself to the 
devil, though sold to him for eter- 
nity. Nothing could be worse than 
the living hell of the monastery life, 
the fearful torture of conscience, the 
fruitless round of penance, the fitful 
attempts to forget. Suddenly the reso- 
lution formed itself in his mind. It 
was as though he had always planned 
it but only now became conscious of 
his purpose. He would go to the Prot- 
estants. He would ask them for an 
answer to life. If they could give it, 


“Ibid, pp. 96-97 ; 97-99. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Montafio and their 
youngest son, Charles 


all was well; he, too, would worship} 
the devil in person. If they could not§ 
nothing was lost—he would fight his} 


way through, and God or the devi} 
would somehow keep him out of the} 
hands of the Dominican monks.’™ 


His plan of action was thoroughly 
thought out, and swiftly carried into 
action. And on January 3, 1927, Fray 
Luis escaped from the Roman Cathe} 
lic Dominican monastery of Santo 
Domingo and proceeded directly for} 
the Protestant mission, where with 
Rev. Charles A. Patton of the Evat 
gelical Union of South America, he 
knelt in prayer. 


“It was five-thirty o’clock on th 
morning of January 3, 1927, whe 
these two men knelt down before the 
living Saviour. There was no afgt 

"Ibid, p. 114. 
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sament. There were no long explana- 
tions. Protestant and Catholic apolo- 
getics had no place here. They were 

ying—the one out of long years 
a fellowship with his Friend, His 
Guide, His Saviour—the other begin- 
sing, stumbling, falteringly, praying, 
ally praying for the first time in his 

. It would have been natural for 
im to fall into the long, beautifully 
worded prayers which he had so la- 
boriously memorized and upon which 
he had spent hours daily in meaning- 
less repetition. But such praying would 
not do now. He was through with it, 
sick of it. He, Walter Manuel Mon- 
tafio, had for years been buried under 
the habit of a Dominican friar, hid- 
den behind the name of Fray Luis, 
separated from the world by artificial 
walls which had thrust him back upon 
the tempest of his own unquieted soul 
and but mocked him with the futile 
emptiness of a sacrifice which, instead 
of enriching life increased its needs. 
But now deep spoke to deep as his 
spirit struggled free into the liberty 
of personal intercourse with His God 
and Saviour. 

“The two men had lost all count 
of time. For a while they had lived 
in eternity. But prayer was now end- 
ed. The answer had come. Fray Luis 
had indeed died,,not upon the altars 
of an apostate church but upon Cal- 
vaty with his Christ. But he, too, had 
fisen to newness of resurrection life, 
not through the mumbled ritual of a 
sinful priest but through the power of 
the matchless life of One who had 
died but lived again and to whose life- 
giving touch he thrilled as did those 
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who knew Him in Galilee long cen- 
turies past. 

“The two men arose to their feet. 
The floor was wet with their tears. 
It was ten-thirty o'clock. They had 
been on their kneés five houts. The 
miracle had happened. Jesus had 
found another life in which to live 
incarnate. Seven long years in hell had 
ended. A new man could witness to 
Christ’s victory. Instead of the devil, 
he was worshiping Christ, a living 
Christ who moved his heart to un- 
speakable joy.””* 

His life as a converted Roman 
Catholic priest was to hold many 
hours of lonesomeness, heartache, des- 
pair—but also joy. Dr. Montafio was 
persecuted, imprisoned, tortured, de- 


“Ibid, pp. 118-120. 


Dr. Montafio meeting friends of Christ's 
Mission after one of his speaking engage- 
ments, 
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ported from one country to another. 
Upon hearing of his plight and peril, 
Dr. Harry Strachan, president of the 
well-known Bible Institute of Costa 
Rica, invited Dr. Montafio to seek 
shelter at the Bible Institute. It was 
there in September, 1927 he met Miss 
Esther Piper, talented daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. William H. Piper, who 
served so joyfully as pastor of Stone 
Church of Chicago. Miss Piper had 
studied at Moody Bible Institute in 
preparation for missionary service. 


“While the Institute had various 
missionary prayer bands, including 
China, Japan, India, Africa and others, 
in some mysterious way which caused 
even her to marvel, Miss Piper felt 
herself being drawn towards the Latin- 
American missionary group. A week 
before graduation she was privileged 
to meet Mrs. Strachan, wife of the 
president of the Costa Rica Bible In- 
stitute. At once they were drawn to 
each other. A long interview and 
prayer time followed. Mrs. Strachan 
felt definitely that this beautiful and 
talented young woman should go to 
Latin America. The assurance at last 
came to her that this was God's will 
for her yielded life and heart. 

“Here at the Bible Institute of Cos- 
ta Rica, under the direction of Presi- 
dent Harry Strachan, working in co- 
operation with the Latin American 
Evangelization. Campaign, she labor- 
ed as one of the eight teachers doing 
intensive work with the twenty-five 
boarding students, selected from the 
best in various countries of South 
America.”* 


"Ibid, pp. 160; 162; 166. 
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WOULD YOU like to introduce TH 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZI 

to your friends? We will mail sample} 
copies of this issue of our Magazine for |} 
you at the rate of 6 for $1.00. 


On December 26, 1928, Walte 
Manuel Montafio and Esther Piper, 
plighted their troth in the chapel of 
the Costa Rica Bible Institute and thek 
following day they set sail for Peng. 
to work with the American Bible $ 
ciety. 

In 1943, Dr. and Mrs. Montai 
took permanent residence in America fii 
Shortly after this he was ordained if 
the First Presbyterian Church of Ber# 
keley, California, and has maintained 
an active participating interest in hit 
own and adopted people. As reported 
in THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGs 
ZINE of September, 1949, on one of : 
his evangelistic tours, Dr. Montato§ 
led his own father to Christ, and hay 
been instrumental in the conversions 
of many Roman Catholic people andi, 
priests. He is the author of sevetiliis 
books and pamphlets in Spanish, and 
in English the recently printed “Bep 
hind the Purple Curtain,” reviewed= 
on p. 124 of this issue of THE Conf 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE. 

Dr. and Mrs. Montafio have five . 
children: Betty, 20, a student at Wet}, 
mont College; Roland, 18, a studenti 
at Glendale City College; Edmund, 
14, Stuart, 10, and Charles, 6. 

As he ‘takes up his work will 
Christ’s Mission, Dr. Montafio ask 
for your practical and prayerful a 
tinued interest in the work of Cheitiint 
and this His Mission. 
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NTHE Roman Catholic Church in 
ultetit England, where the separation of 
ipetiurch and State does not operate as 
1 Off does in the United States, receives 
Bate support for its parochial schools 
jan equal footing with the Church 
England schools and those owned 
the Free Churches and Jews. This 







‘tafiofupport includes payment of teachers’ 
ricalaties and upkeep of the schools, 
1d ingh as cleaning, lighting, heating, 






But Catholic Church authorities 
re clamoring for more than this. They 
mand about 60 million pounds 
about $150,000,000) of public funds 
or the reconditioning of many of their 
id schools (“‘blacklisted” as delapi- 
ited and unsanitary by the Ministry 
if Education) and erection of new 
hols. 

The Education Act of 1944,.which 
tquired the reconditioning of “black- 
ed” unsanitary parochial schools as 
1, and condition of continued State sup- 

“Be Bort, went so far as to offer to pay half 
he cost, and without interference in 
we control of the schools by the 
bate authorities. If the State had to 
wy the entire cost of reconditioning, 
Fiintenance and salaries, then the 
hols could be used for religious pur- 
ses only on Sundays and off-school 
murs and all teachers would have to 
k appointed by the local education 
- wilhiBoards and not by the managers. 

o aS Many dioceses of the Church of 
il cot#agland have been unable to foot the 
if Pitire bill of reconditioning all of their 
lacklisted” schools, but have accept- 
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Parochial Schools In England 


ed the Government's offer to pay half 
the costs, and in this way will retain 
control of religious teaching in such 
schools. But the Roman Catholic 
Church in England, with a member- 
ship of only slightly more than two 
million and about 1,500 parochial 
schools, is unable to find the $150 mil- 
lion to rehabilitate its “blacklisted” 
schools. It has countered with a pro- 
posal 1) that the Government “lease” 
all Catholic parochial schools, at an 
agreed rent sufficient to cover mort- 
gage interest and redemption; 2) that 
the Government assume the entire 
$150 million cost of reconditioning its 
parochial schools and building new 
ones; 3) that local education boards 
appoint and pay teachers, but subject 
to approval by Catholic Church au- 
thorities, and 4) that Roman Catholic 
religious instruction continue un- 
changed and under the sole supervi- 
sion of the Roman Catholic bishops. 
During the campaign for the elec- 
tions in England last February, every 
effort was made by Roman Catholic 
leaders to influence the candidates of 
the various political parties to favor 
this Catholic plan for their parochial 
schools. Cardinal Griffin called upon 
Roman Catholics to, ‘Press the justice 
of our claim to the candidates at the 
election .. . When you have heard 
their answers, then use your vote, and 
vote according to your conscience.” 
The Universe, Roman Catholic weekly 
of London, declared: ““We can influ- 
ence candidates and it is our duty to do 
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so.” Using the same argument 


. : ployed by Catholic Church propagap§ a 
A Choice Selection of dists in the United States to obtain 


BOOKLETS lic aid for their parochial schools, the ai 


Universe continued: “In this matte 
ee ae eee we are fighting not merely the bath 
aia dintiain. iia aiiiiiaiamaia, hi of the Catholic schools, but that of 


Father Charles Chiniquy ligious education. In this we can ge 
. METHODS OF WITNESSING TO : ; 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, by James support from outside our own ranks’ vC 


A. Carder—New, enlarged edition oe o's : 
; The British Ministry of Educat 


. IS ROMANISM IN THE BIBLE? j 
by Stephen L. Testa. One hundred flatly rejected the plan of the Ro - 


questions Roman Catholics can- Catholic bishops, and, in a sped 
not answer 25¢ 


hia Wamate setae tie Seiad De memorandum, added the followin 
Bales—This masterful work shat- 
ters once for all the false claim 


upon which the whole structure ; ; ; 
eprn Phen, See wale grewee lic hierarchy have always aimed 


paper covers 35¢ throwing the whole cost of thi 
. CAN CATHOLICISM WIN AMER- : 
IcA—reprint of eight articles in schools upon public funds, and 


“The Christian Century” by = not ceased to do so.” 
. VATICAN POLICY IN THE SEC- 
OND WORLD WAR, by L. H. Leh- 


MaMa MEN ossn casaxduadkaxt 25¢ What % LOUD CO 


. WHICH RELIGION—ROMANISM, e PLAINT of ‘se 
PROTESTANTISM OR CHRIST? “The rilegious and _blasphe 


by Rev.. George Wells Arms; a ” ‘ £ 
concise analysis of the contrast Wiradce 7 mous’ has been raise 
between Roman Catholic teaching 


and New Testament Christianity, , by Cardinal Spells 
a and his affiliated Roman Catholicg 
. CATHOLICISM & COERCION, by 


James D. Bales, 28 pages 25¢ ganizations in New York City ag 
. THE P AN AITH, b . : > 
" ev. Sosa. ‘A. Crapelle, a pp. the Italian motion picture The 


Riad soe eb bee ch ce reme bh 6s058 8 25¢ cle. Ironically the picture was diree 
. FATHER CHINIQUY, His Life 


and Times 15¢ by Roman Catholic Roberto Ros 
PT #1: THE SECRET OF CATHO- i. hi i 

i Soe somes ao Came- ni, himself a product of the Va C 

A vital factual analysis own background, Italy. While 
PT #2: THE SIN OF MAN AND THE ‘ ee 

MAN OF SIN, by Antonio Mar- Cardinal called upon all ‘decent 

quez. clear-cut scriptural an- Pe 

alysis of the betrayal of the ple to boycott the film, the 3 

Christian Church 15¢ York film critics were giving 
VP #4: THE CATHOLIC CHURCH award 

AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, by ° 


L. H. Lehmann. A potent, well- ° ° 2 
documented exposition of this vi- The Miracle is the third part 0 


ee film-trilogy entitled Ways of Love, 
@F This entire choice selection of showin t the Paris Theatr 
13 booklets may be had for h S* ache. 958 , —s 
$2.50. Ask for “Combination attan, was temporarily stopped 
#3.” the New York City Commissioné 
If ordered singly, mention by letter Licenses who pronounced it “a 
ORDER FROM: phemous affront to a great mam 
Christ's Mission Book Dept. our citizens.” Shortly thereafter, @ 
160 Fifth Avenue tice of the State Supreme Court 


New York 10, N. Y. ° ° : 
a constrained to repudiate the Cos 
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sioner claiming that the state law de- 
manded this decision. 

The Cardinal severely criticized at 
all masses in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Sunday, January 7, the state board of 
censorship for originally approving 
the picture. The New York State 
Board of Regents intervened and re- 
yoked the license of the Paris Theatre 
to show the film on the unanimous 
finding that it is ‘sacrilegious.’ The 
ug case has been appealed to the New 


ving York Appellate Court, which after 


hearing arguments and witnessing a 
private showing of the motion picture, 
gq reserved decision until next month. 

The ban has been opposed by Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union, liberal 
Protestant groups and theater groups. 

139 Ministers, Rabbis and Ethical Cul- 

Hture leaders petitioned the Board of 
pRegents, as follows: 


9s Vt Possthle? 


“Even if this picture were considered 
sacrilegious, and opinions will vary as 
to this, we would not feel that it should 
be banned. Since there is a wide diver- 
gence of opinion as to what is and is 
not sacrilegious, even in_ religious 
groups, for anybody, public or private, 
religious or non-religious, to seek to 
deprive the public of its right of judg- 
ment in the matter is to seek to violate 
basic civil and religious liberties.” 


The following condemnation was 
issued jointly by the National Council 
of Freedom from Censorship and the 
New York City Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee: 

“The decision of the New. York 
Board of Regents in invoking a 
statewide ban on the film ‘The Mir- 
acle,’ is a shocking instance of raw 
censorship. It is a serious blow at 
the First Amendment of the Con- 
stitution, which protects freedom 
of expression.” 


SF A CATHOLIC EMPEROR OF THE WORLD CROWNED BY THE POPE IN 
ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL IN NEW YORK! 


GF A ‘SECRET WEAPON’ LIKE THE ATOMIC BOMB CONCEALED IN THE 


VATICAN! 


@F THE WHOLE WORLD HELD UNDER THE POWER OF THE POPE AND HIS 
EMPEROR BY THIS ‘SECRET WEAPON’! 


This fascinating story is available in a book published by a Roman 
Catholic organization here in America under the title — 


“JOHN SMITH - EMPEROR” 
By S. G. GALLEGO 


“JOHN SMITH—EMPEROR”—a serious though fantastic Catholic story 
—proves to Protestants the eventual aim of the Roman Catholic Church 
to establish a CATHOLIC WORLD FEDERATION under the dictatorship 
of the Pope—even though it takes a SECRET WEAPON IN THE VATI- 


CAN to bring it about. 


> REMEMBER! This is a Roman Catholic book, by a devout Roman Cath- 
olic author, and published by a reputable Roman Catholic propaganda 


organization. 


@H We have a supply of this book—“JOHN SMITH—EMPEROR”’— 


available for our readers — 
In paper covers.............. 


Order from: 


Price $1.25 


CHRIST’S MISSION BOOK DEPT., 160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 





® ENROUTE TO ATHENS on official 
American business, Admiral Forrest Sher- 
man, United States Chief of Naval Opera- 
tions, was received in a private audience 
by Pope Pius XII, according to N. Y. 
‘Times’ of last March 8. 


» IT HAS LONG been obvious that the 
Roman Catholic Church was making 
strides in the conversion of the American 
negro. Figures recently issued by the 
Commission for Catholic Missions Among 
the Colored People and the Indians state 
there are 400,000 Roman Catholic ne- 
groes and 99,200 Indians. 


> ALARM IS expressed in Roman Catho- 
lic circles over the clergy shortage in the 
Philippines. Roman Catholic reports show 
that there is only one priest for every 8000 
baptized Roman Catholic. Readers of THE 


CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE will 
recognize many calls from the Islands for 
literature exposing the Roman Catholic 
Church. Christ’s Mission is doing all it can 
to help. Will you not support us with your 
practical and prayerful interest to reach 
these untouched souls with the Gospel ? 


®& OFFICIAL ROMAN CATHOLIC sourc- 
es reveal that out of the total number of 
8,069 counties in the United States, there 
are 854 lacking a resident Roman Catho- 
lic priest, and only 13 states have a resi- 
dent priest serving in each county. East 
of the Mississippi, 1,009 counties are thus 
served, and 561 are uncovered. West of 
the Mississippi, 293 counties are without 
a resident Roman Catholic priest while 
2,306 are so covered. According to a table 
compiled by Eugene Millet of Chicago, 
Ill., the 18 states with every county served 
by a resident priest are: Arizona, Connec- 
ticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
North Dakota, Rhode Island, Vermont 
and Wisconsin. 


. 
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&> “THE UNITED STATES and the Cail 
olic Church stand as two great allies of 


world,” remarked Roman Catholic journg 


ist Bob Considine, as he accepted the @ 
nual award for public service in journalig 
from La Salle College. This typical Rom 
Catholic attitude is sweeping the county 
We must ever remember that while Am 
ca treats of Communism as purely a pollj 
cal enemy, the Roman Catholic Chug 
holds it as a spiritual foe. Pope Leo Xij 
once boasted that he would make a 5 
with the devil if it would serve his «& 
Let’s beware lest America get caught ho 
ing the bag! 


» CONGRESS AGAIN is scheduled to 
ceive federal aid for education bills. Ros 
Catholic Senator James E. Murray of 
tana introduced such a measure authoriai 
federal funds to furnish bus rides for bal 
public and non-public school pupils, | 
calls for a $300,000,000 appropriation. , 
an early date, Representative Graham 
Barden proposes to introduce a similar 
as he did at the last congress. His bill 
fusing any allocation to private schools, 
the one which evoked such bitter diatrik 
and denunciations from Cardinal 
man. A third federal aid to education bi 
is planned by Senators Robert Taft of Oli 
and Lester Hill of Alabama. “Their jm 
posed measure will not permit federal i 
for auxiliary services to non-public schooli 
Dr. Willard E. Given, Exec. Sec. of f 
National Education Association 
The Senators jointly introduced a sim 
bill last year, with the important excepti 
that their first bill permitted federal fu 
for auxiliary services in non-public sché 
in states which permitted such services. 7 
bill passed the Senate 58 to 15 but died 
the House. 


®& AUXILIARY SERVICES for no 
lic school children (transportation, he 
services, etc.) are expressly forbidden} 
30 states and permitted in 18. Pp 
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ANNOUNCEMENT was made last Feb- 

14 by Anna Rosenberg, Asst. Secre- 

of Defense, of the appointment of 

. William J. Kelly, a Roman Catholic 

. Brest now professor of Social Philosophy 

“gthe Oblate House, Catholic University, 

Ma, consultant on industrial relations and 

Neanpower. The Roman Catholic Church 

tinually sets itself up as a champion 

the cause of labor and enters into la- 

disputes. More than once a Roman 

“Hatholic priest has marched in picket 

Allies. Just last March 12, on the anniver- 

D of his coronation, Pope Pius XII ex- 

a sed the Church’s official sympathy 
d labor. 


THE FIRST CAST of a new medal in 

or of the newly declared Assumption 

ma was sent to the Archdiocese of 
0 York, reports the Catholic ‘Register’ 
mat last December 10. 


im RELIGIOUS PROGRAMS rated 1% of 
total broadcast time of the seven New 
television stations during a sur- 
yed week, reveals the Federal Com- 
tions Commission. It was impos- 
» to find the denominational break- 

of this survey. 


EACH ROMAN CATHOLIC serviceman 
his induction into the armed forces 
receive a kit containing rosary beads, 
Missal and a medal, announced Arch- 
ae >» Richard J. Cushing of Boston. 
g p already in the service will receive 
r by mail. 7 
ral th 
00k OF THE TOTAL 6,204,684 population 
of BfGreece, according to the Paris Catholic 
ev La Croix, 5,961,529 are Greek Ortho- 
35,183 Roman Catholic, 1,003 Prot- 
Mant, 123,394 Moslem, and 63,701 Jew- 


A 


4 NEW SCHOOL BUS has been pur- 

ed for the children of parochial 

, St. Joseph, in Avon Lake, Ohio. 

ih controversy was caused by the un- 

cratic attitude of local Roman Cath- 

last fall in this area regarding the 

mal of the public school board to 

use of the public school bus for 

parochial students. [See CCM, No- 
fr, 1950, p. 2538.] 
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&» NEW YORK STATE received a total 
revenue of $49,068,054 from its alcoholic 
beverage tax in 1950. This was $3,840,- 
246 higher than in 1949, but still short 
of the 1946 record of $57,618,279. 


®» THE CHAPEL OF THE FOUR CHAP- 
LAINS, built at a cost of $300,000 in mem- 
ory of the immortal four chaplains who 
sacrificed their lives on February 3, 1943, 
by giving their life belts to enlisted men af- 
ter their troop ship Dorchester was torpe- 
doed, was dedicated on the 8th anniversary 
of this heroic sacrifice. Secretary of De- 
fense George C. Marshall, and President 
Truman were among those present. There 
was no official Roman Catholic representa- 
tion, a spokesman for the Philadelphia 
archdiocese explained, since Canon 1258, 
which says “it is illicit for Catholics in any 
way to assist actively or take part in sacred 
worship of non-Catholics.” 


& APPOINTMENT of Ellsworth Bunker 
as Ambassador to Argentina, was con- 
firmed by the Senate last March 12. Mr. 
Bunker succeeds Stanton Griffis, who last 
February 10 sailed to Madrid, as the first 
United States Ambassador assigned to 
Spain in five years. 


> LOS ANGELES ARCHBISHOP, J. 
Francis McIntyre, and Rev. Edward A. 
Keller, Director of the Bureau of Eco- 
nomic Research at Notre Dame Univer- 
sity, participated in a Rotary meeting last 
January 26, just fifteen days after the 
Pope’s formal condemnation of it. The 
Archbishop gave the invocation and the 
Rev. Keller, was the principal speaker. 


&» GOOD FRIEND OF CHRIST’S 
MISSION, Dr. Harry A. Ironside, 
passed on to be with his Lord last 
January 16. Dr. Ironside, as pastor 
of Moody Memorial Church, gracious- 
ly opened his pulpit and church to a 
Christ’s Mission four-day conference 
three years ago. When in the New 
York City area, Dr. Ironside often 
visited our Mission. 





* 
>» THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY ap- licized, it is interesting to note in a 


proved a record budget of $2,161,500 for h : cans, o y 
its regular work in 1951, reports Frank os a amet ae Sig _ 4 
H. Mann, Secretary. A supplementary CRESS “ ae are » that ¢ ve 

budget of $918,000 was also recommend- /ic Church in England and Wales finds m 
ed to be divided equally between payment thing essentially wrong in a man ea 


for Scriptures for the armed forces per- js livelihood as a gamester or bookmake 
sonnel and meeting the unusual needs in 


Korea, Japan, China and the Philippines. 

> TENNESSEE Evolution law is before the + eager meen rg Sree woah | 
State Legislature for repeal. It provides a First Baptist Church of that city bec 
$100 to $500 fine for anyone teaching a the pastor, Dr. Guy Wimmer, was ¢ 
theory that “denies the story of the divine ducting a series of discussions based 
creation of man as taught in the Bible.” As yes ee Pustihionsis eae 
reported in the N. Y. Times of last March jeaving the senutets wane hantel Ge 
11, the law grew out of the William Jen- Catholic pamphlets defaming Blans! 
ings Bryan v. Clarence Darrow case. “John and the pastor was annoyed by se 
T. Scopes, a young teacher at Dayton, ®™onymous telephone calls. 

Tenn., allowed himself to be the subject of 

a test case that attracted the attention of the 

world. He was convicted and the law was ples tyler Poy 
retained in the statute books.” Representa- pleted his recent 6-month esate of 


tive Mary Shadow Hill introduced the meas- United States and Canada. In his 
ure to repeal the law. addresses, which reached an estin 
300,000 persons, according to a report 


> AS REPERCUSSIONS of the Kefauver $91.00) was eoateibuted for De 


Crime Investigations continue to be pub- wa’s work in Japan. 
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Jack W yrtzen, director of the Word of Life Fellow- 
ship and Television broadcast; and Gil Dodds, 
world-famed athlete now in the Christian ministry 
will take part in the intensive Evangelistic Crusade 

which the Pocket Testament League has planned 

for April. PRAY — for God’s blessing on this 

Crusade. SHARE — that the preaching and distri- 

bution of God’s Word may continue unabated. 


WRITE FOR FREE STORIES of the thrilling movement Dodds 
of the Holy Spirit in Japan. 


CA DUG RAISON A NU 


i Asch hh asi 


De eee Oe Come ren Pee 


mY S56 FIFTH AVENUE NEW VOR 
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p THE PROTESTANT RADIO COMMIS- 


;ESI0N, which has completed its first year 
‘, fof operation, reveals in a report of Ever- 


nett C. Packer, Director, that during this 
time it has produced and arranged for 


#2128 radio and television programs; it 


ke 


has acquired 800 men and women who 
ae now active “in making sure the fine 
religious programs produced on the net- 


§works are heard in their communities and 


ort 


ne oman ne tone Tene Eee et ee ene 


that they are publicized locally;"’ and that 
it has received more than 250,000 re- 
quests for copies of sermons. 


»CARDINAL SPELLMAN in one trans- 
ution in New York City netted $700,000 
for the Roman Catholic Church. He sold 
property at Madison Avenue between 81st 
ind 82nd Streets to the City of New York 
for $1,350,000. This property was origin- 
illy leased by the City on February 3, 1866 
t0 Roman Catholic Archbishop John Mc- 
Closkey for 99 years at an annual rental of 
$1.00 for the express use of the Sisters of 
Mercy. The Roman Catholic Church ac- 
quired outright title December 14, 1944 
when Francis Cardinal Spellman purchased 
it from the city for $275,000. 
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THE BANNER OF CHRIST must go 
on even after we are not here to carry 
itforward. Forseventy years 
CHRIST’S MISSION has carried that 
banner in the’ vanguard of this fight to 
uphold the precious teachings of Evan- 
gelical Christianity. Spotlighting the 
saving and keeping grace of Jesus 
against the background of the erron- 
eous teachings of the Roman Catholic. 
Church, CHRIST’S MISSION, with its 
staff of converted priests, is uniquely 
equipped for this important task. 


WILL YOU PLEASE REMEMBER 
CHRIST’S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 


Use the following form of bequest: 


"I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpora- 
tion organized under the laws of the 
State of New York, with offices in 
the City of New York, the sum of 





BOOK REVIEW 


A Curtain Call * 


By E. VAN B. KELLY 


DARK HEAVY ecclesiastical 
curtain has shrouded the conti- 
nent of South America for over four 
hundred years and has sought to sti- 
fle all freedom of action and inde- 
pendence of thought. That same cur- 
tain seeks to similarly engulf the con- 
tinent of North America. Only an 
alert and active evangelical Protes- 
tantism can stave off this Purple Cur- 
tain of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Dr. Montafio, with dramatic and 
minute documentation, intimately re- 
veals the history, present practices and 
the sinister future plans of the Roman 
Catholic Church in his work, Behind 
the Purple Curtain. As author, he is 
eminently qualified to expose the sit- 
uation. From his wide experience as 
a member of an aristocratic and po- 
litically prominent family of Bolivia, 
as a Doctor of Philosophy and as a 
former Dominican monk and priest 
*Behind the Purple Curtain, by W. M. Mon- 


tafio, published by Cowman Publications, Inc., 
Los Angeles 27, Calif. 327 pp. Price $3.00. 
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of the Roman Catholic Church, } 
brings a wealth of personal kno 
edge and intense research to bear » 
on the problem of Roman Catholi 
power and democratic liberty. 
Behind the Purple Curtain holds 
unique position among books expe 
ing the Roman Catholic Church. Du 
to the author’s intimate association 
inside and outside both the Chur 
and the lands about which the bowl 
is centered, he shows the astounding 
progress which has been made i 
the avowed Roman plans to “ 
America Catholic.” There have be 
many other books written in oppos 
tion to the Roman Catholic Chusig ; 
which present material possibly mo 
lucidly and rhetorically acceptab 
but few, if any, have described so for 
cibly the political and spiritual stig 
gle being waged in countries domina 
ed by, yet revolting against, their I 
man masters. If it is true, as Patt 
Henry said: “I know of no way! 
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judging the future but by the past,” 
this book must be in the hands of ev- 
ery true lover of democracy. 


The readers of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE will be particu- 
larly interested in this book because 
of the vital documented material it 
contains, as well as the fact that its 
author, Dr. Montafio, has recently 
been appointed Editor of this periodi- 
cal. A very concise history of the con- 
quest of Latin America by the Span- 
ish crown and Church of Rome is 
given as background material for her 
B subsequent political activities in Spain, 
Argentina, Mexico, Peru and other 
Central and South American coun- 
tries. Dr. Montafio, in his work Be- 
bind the Purple Curtain, as one tre- 
viewer states, “gives a great array of 
evidence to show that everywhere that 
the Church of Rome dominates, it 
wantonly grasps at complete politi- 
cal, economical and spiritual control, 
stamps out all liberty of worship, pre- 
vents any Protestant missions, stoops 
fo any crime to preserve its preroga- 
A lwes, and adapts the spirit of the hor- 
if fille Spanish Inquisition to each case 
J with the view that the end of ‘One 
} wnited and pure church under the auth- 
ority of the pope, the vicar of Christ’ 
justifies any means necessary to that 
end.” 


Special attention should be given 
to the chapter entitled ‘‘Sinister Off- 
spring.” Here Dr. Montafio explains . 
that the Roman Catholic Church and 
the Greek Orthodox Church are di- 
tectly responsible for the coming of 
Communism. “Communism is the di- 
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rect product of a religion, that uses 
certain Christian principles in theo- 
ty,” he states, “but in practice makes 
them a masquerade. That religion can 
be the Roman Catholic Church or the 
Greek Orthodox Church; in fact, 
neither one uses the name ‘Chris- 
tian.’ ” 


Dr. Montafio then goes to assert an 
interesting observation, that the Ro- 
man Catholic Church is also partly 
responsible for Russia's opposition to 
religion, and cites as an example the 
history of Czar Nicholas and his de- 
pendenceon monk Rasputin as a cause 
of Russia’s antagonism toward Roman 
Catholicism and all religions in gener- 
al. The author then points out the strik- 
ing fact that Communism thrives only 
in formerly Roman Catholic nations, 
and has not caught any predominantly 
Protestant nation in its wake. Dr. Mon- 
tafio stresses that the struggle between 
the Vatican and Russia is exclusively 
political, and urges that Protestantism 
never join hands with Rome to fight 
against Communism. “As Protestant 
Christians, our field of battle is nothing 
but spiritual and in this battle there 
is a great hope to win even atheists 
to the Kingdom of God. In fact we 
have a sacred mission to them. Even 
though the other churches have mis- 
interpreted the message of the Gospel 
in Russia, it is imperative for us to 
fulfill Christ’s command to be the salt 
of the earth, in this crucial time for 
Russia. 


‘““We cannot deny that we have op- 
posed and will continue opposing 
Communism with the same deter- 
mination as before, but should we 
make an alliance with the second evil 
to combat the first evil or vice versa?” 
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he asks. “Communism’s ruthless, cru- 
el, fanatical drive for world domin- 
ion,” he says, “strikingly parallels 
that of the Roman Catholic Church.” 

Although non-fiction, this book con- 
tains many of the elements of a nov- 
el. It is not lacking in suspense and 
alarm—alarm for North America lest 
it fall prey to this vicious monster, 
the Roman Catholic Church. ‘“With- 
out a doubt, the plan and policy of 
the Vatican is to extend its dominion 
to Protestant countries, and in this 
ceaseless aspiration it employs a very 
astute and well-dissimulated strate- 
gy.’ Dr. Montafio then points out 
from official Roman Catholic docu- 
ments as well as from recognized 
historical incidents how Rome is work- 
ing to deny freedom of worship to 
Protestants, how she dominates a 
large portion of the American press, 
how she has extended her greedy 
hands into American education and 
through her matrimonial laws, into 
the American home. He further shows 
how Rome seeks to undermine our 
priceless Protestant heritage, and says, 
“To understand America’s destiny in 
the New World, we must understand 
its origin or as the eminent Dr. Col- 
lazo says: “To understand the Ameri- 
cas we must understand their early 
pioneers. The Pilgrim Fathers sailed 
across the Atlantic Ocean to make a 
home where they might have freedom 
of worship. Half their number died 
of privation and disease within the 
first years, but the remainder resolute- 
ly held on to establish, on a firm foot- 
ing, the first of the New England 
group of Colonies.’ 


126 


“It is only in the return to the Fai 
of our Fathers that America will find 
strength and wisdom to fulfill i 
great mission to lead other natiog 
and especially the Western Hem 
sphere to political and spiritual 
cess.” Dr. Montajfio challenged. 


This book is written with comple 
charity, and an engaging forthright 
ness. In his own words, Dr. Montag 
says, “This book, Behind The Purp 
Curtain, is intended to be a tribu 
of thought and a platform of fre 
expression. It presents a gallery ¢ 
valiant heroes, secular and religious 
from all walks of life, who have wr 
ten or spoken truth without fear, 
many of whom have sacrificed or fi 
ed their lives at the altars-of fre 
dom . . . Even our most ardent ¢ 
ponents, if led by sincerity will reco 
nize that one desire, one passion i 
spires the writing of this book: ke 
of freedom for all, regardless of race 
creed, sex, or position.” 


Dr. Montajfio is the author of 
al other books and pamphlets, mos 
of them written in his native Spanish 
Many of these writings also reves 
his passion and conviction that free 
dom is the birthright of every persoi 
Others were written while he was sti 
a member of the Roman Catholic de 
gy and are only available to his fos 
mer fellow ecclesiastics. Thus in B 
hind the Purple Curtain Dr. Montafit 
greets a virtually unknown feag 
public, but one, which we feel @ 
tain, will read and reread this bo 
and eagerly await more material fre 
his pen. 
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THEY SAY... 


Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, Executive Secretary, Evangelical Foreign Missions 
Association: 


“IT have read many books on the Roman Catholic problem and the Roman 
Catholic approach in the field of World Action. I have never read a book that is 
so comprehensive and yet written so that it is interesting even for the lay reader. 
It is comprehensive enough to cover, both by illustration and by quotation, the 
general scope, purpose, and procedure of the Roman Catholic Church, and -par- 
ticularly its hierarchy. I would certainly commend the reading of this book to 
every pastor in America. . . . I certainly recommend that all Protestants every- 
where read this book, and as a missionary that has labored in their lands, I can 
certify that Dr. Montaiio has been very fair and factual in his treatment of their 
action in the Roman Catholic lands he discusses.” 








Dr. Oswald ]. Smith, as reviewed in The Peoples’ Magazine: 


“This is such a monumental work that it is almost impossible to valuate it 
properly in a brief review. It is written by ‘The Monk Who Lived Again.’ Dr. 
Montafio experienced life in a monastery, and after escaping in a most miraculous 
way he was gloriously converted, and now he is proclaiming the message of the 
Gospel . . . The name has been well chosen for we are living today in a divided 
world. Not only is there an iron curtain and a bamboo curtain, there is also a 
purple curtain, and it is just about as hard to penetrate back of the purple cur- 
tain as it is to get through either of the others . . . Our prayer is that this book 
will prove to be a great blessing and that it will be studied by all missionaries 
and missionary leaders as well as by Christians everywhere who are interested 
in the progress of the Gospel. No more important book has been published this 
year.”’ 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Dear Dr. Montafio: 


_ “Please accept my congratulations, in that 
you have been given the responsibility of 
Editor of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC Mac- 
AZINE, one of no small propostions. 
“With the ianpedaan thought you will 
give this important task, and the prayerful 
support you will receive from the many 
friends of this activity, you will find great 
joy and sure success in the undertaking. 
“The enclosed quotation from Dante, 
himself a Roman Catholic, may be of inter- 
est to you: 
The Church of Rome, 
Mixing two governments that ill assort, 
Hath missed her footing, fallen into the 
mire, 
And there herself the burden much de- 
filed. Purg. Canto XVI 


—T.B.M., 
California 


DON’T LET YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION LAPSE! 


HE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 

MAGAZINE is unique in giving 
you information on vital issues con- 
cerning the Catholic Church and in 
defending the heritage of Protestant 
faith and freedom. 

Our Magazine and work at Christ’s 
Mission are more important than 
ever in these times of growing con- 
flict with Catholic Church power. 

Be sure to renew your subscription 
promptly so as not to miss any issue. 
ADVANCE RENEWAL will save 
us much labor and expense. Won't 
you help us in this way? 


SUBSCRIPTION RATE IS $2.00 
A YEAR 


“WHEN I received the news of the 
pointment and installation of Dr. W 
Manuel Montafio to the office of Execut 
Director of Christ’s Mission, I asked 
Prayer Meeting congregation to pray 
him and the continued effectiveness 
Christ’s Mission. It would have ble: 
your hearts to have heard our dear peo 
cry to God for His blessing on your 
Director and his work at Christ’s 


“How dark the clouds of Rom 
that are hanging over us in our beloy 
United States today. I truly fear for 
future unless Protestantism is revived 
again filled with the Spirit of Christ. 
Roman Church has nothing new, but F 
estantism has lost its fire and fervor. 


“I pray that God will use Dr. Monta 
to give us a mighty and purifying 
of the true religion of Jesus Christ h 
in America.” 


—Pastor R. 
Ohio 


AN HONEST OBJECTION 


“A TROUBLED mind seeks surcease. } 
then distressed for an unknown re 
sought it in Roman Catholicism, 
studied under the Paulists. I did not 
the course, I found objections to accep 
of the religion in several places. 


“The main factor which I was forces 
reject was the infallibility of the Pop 
all matters of faith and morals. Faith & 
main strategy of life, and morals its ta 
Whatever else may be said, these two 
trol a man’s existence. To grant aut 
to one man, in Rome, to act as sole 
in the two subjects, its acceptance of ¢ 
torial methods, whatever his superni 
claims. 

“Only one Man was ever infallib 
died upon a cross. I dispute the right ¢ 
human to claim His cloak. Therefore, 
not converted to the Roman religion 
mind cleared of itself.” 

—HP.Cf 
Massae 
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